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benefits with that to which they have been accus-
tomed before we attempt to exact what our pre-
decessors failed to win, the respect and willing
submission of a subject people.
It will be noted that here again there is no men-
tion of independence, and the rather pompous con-
clusion shows that it never entered my head that
Iraq was ready for it.    The report shows, I think,
that the country was so obviously unready for self-
government that no one on the spot could possibly
have advocated anything at that stage but the sub-
stitution of British for Turkish control    It is true
that General Maude had been made to publish a
high-sounding   proclamation   on   his   entry  into
Baghdad in which he said that we had come into the
country not as conquerors but as liberators, and
invited the people of Baghdad, through their nobles,
elders, and representatives, to participate in the
management of their civil affairs in collaboration
with ourselves, so that they might unite with their
kinsmen in the north, south, east, and west in realis-
ing the aspirations of their race.   It is also true that
immediately after the occupation of Baghdad, His
Majesty's Government laid it down as their policy
that though the Basrah vilayet should remain under
British administration, the Baghdad vilayet was to
be made into an Arab State, with a local ruler or
Government, and to be administered as an Arab
province*   What the promoters of this policy did
not realise was that there was at that time in Iraq
no foundation upon which to build a local Govern-
ment, and no individual who would have com-
manded acceptance as a local ruler.   One effort
was actually made to dovetail an ex-Turkish Arab